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The Founders firmly believed that the strength of our great democracy would depend 
almost entirely on the wisdom and judgment of the governed. They’d probably be shocked 
by the state of civics education today. According to the Nation’s Report Card, only 15% of 
students are proficient in American history and only 24% in civics. While immigrants are 
passing the citizenship test at a rate of better than 90%, only one in three Americans can 
pass it. To see how you stack up civics knowledge, take this short quiz.

Most of us can agree that having a deeper understanding of civics creates a more informed 
electorate. Emphasizing and restoring the importance of civics education in American 
classrooms in civics and history education is widely viewed as a positive thing, but the 
debate starts when it comes to implementation.

Timely Topic: The Civics Secures Democracy Act

The Background

Use the guide below to kick off and guide a pro-democracy conversation about the Civics 
Secures Democracy Act. You can find more Conversation Starters and get tips on initiating 
pro-democracy conversations here.

The Civics Secures Democracy Act was recently introduced as part of a bi-partisan effort 
to strengthen and increase access to civics and history education through targeted 
federal investments. Sens. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) and John Cornyn (R-Texas) in the 
Senate and Reps. Rosa DeLauro (D-Connecticut), Earl Blumenauer (D-Oregon and Tom 
Cole (R-Oklahoma) in the House introduced this bi-cameral bill in an effort to restore the 
importance of a strong foundation of these subjects and a better understanding of how 
our government works.

Here’s a quick look at what the bill is supposed to provide:

• Grants to state and local education agencies

• Competitive awards to non-profit developers of evidence-based approaches to instruction

• Professional development for teachers

https://franklinproject.us/conversation-starters/
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/quiz/what-do-you-know-about-the-u-s-government/
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This plan charts a course for progress and opportunity for all Americans.  It will make a 
significant    investment in broadband while also investing in long-neglected areas of our 
infrastructure, from clean water to schools, housing and child care facilities to seniors’ and 
long-term care and veterans’ facilities.”

"Over 90% of the bill they're proposing has nothing to do with roads and bridges," calling it 
"Soviet-style infrastructure."

“And it will be centered squarely on justice: with a Made in America tax plan that ensures that 
big corporations pay their fair share and with a laser-focus on creating opportunities for 
communities of color and rural areas too often left behind.”

“It’s the single largest investment in American jobs since World War Two, and it’s a plan that 
puts millions of Americans to work to fix what’s broken in our country: tens of thousands of 
miles of roads and highways, thousands of bridges in desperate need of repair.”

"For some reason, the Biden administration seems intent upon reversing the benefits of the tax 
reform back in 2017 and it's going to result in not just higher taxes, but lower wages and a 
weaker economy despite the funding for infrastructure"

Explore Opinions: Reactions to the Bill 

Ours is a government of the people, by the people or for the people, as Lincoln 
said. But we can't govern ourselves if we don't have knowledge of our 
foundational principles or our history.”

Indeed, when Americans have a deeper understanding of our nation’s history and 
founding principles, they become more engaged citizens, who participate in our 
government the way our Founding Fathers intended.”

People have varying opinions about this legislation, and you can explore the comments for 
and against below. We’ve intentionally left out the commenters’ names so you can focus 
on the viewpoint itself, not the speaker’s affiliations. 

• Expanding research into effective practices

• Diversifying the teaching corps and expanding the number of master teachers in American
history and civics

• Providing disaggregated data to evaluate progress through the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP)

• To ensure these efforts pay off the legislation also calls for testing of student proficiency
in every state. It will require testing of civics and history at least once every two years in
grades 4, 8 and 12.

• As with everything this comes with a price – $1 billion in federal funding for five years.

The Civics Secures Democracy Act of 2021 is very much part of an effort to use 
NAEP to force a revisionist history and civics curriculum down the throats of 
unsuspecting states and localities”

If we don't train young people in civics and how to participate, then we 
can't be that surprised when our political discourse breaks down.”
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We're not perfect, and certainly our history reflects that. And there's a lot in our 
history to be ashamed of, but hopefully to learn from, too.”

And all of this is happening as woke culture is spilling out of the campuses and 
into the wider society. Once the reality of this new push for education ‘reform’ 
comes into the open, we will see the culture war merge with the details of federal 
education policy in unprecedented fashion.”

An important provision in our bill prevents the federal secretary of education from 
establishing uniform civics or history curriculum for the country. That's a job left 
to the states.”

The events of recent weeks have illustrated how fragile the democratic process 
is. We need to help train young people to appreciate how our democracy works.”

Conversation Starters

Does the state of civics education in the U.S. concern you? What worries you most? 
What makes you hopeful?

What are the pros and cons to prioritizing STEM over other areas like civics 
education?

Does having a strong understanding of how our government works help us keep our 
elected officials honest?

What’s more important and why: understanding history or understanding how our 
government works?

Is leaving civics education up to the states the right way to go? Why?

What would it take to make a national curriculum work? Should the Federal 
government get involved?
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Learn More

The Civics Secures Democracy Act of 2021

Are you concerned that teachers will take advantage and teach a subject based on 
their own views?

Is the legislation worth the price tag? What is one thing you would definitely keep in 
the legislation, and one thing you would definitely remove? Why?

Share With the Community

Find us on social media and make your voice heard in the fight for democracy. Use 
#DemocracyChats and #JuntoClub to share what you’re learning from your pro-democracy 
conversations and what questions are sparking the best discussions in your circles.

https://www.ymcayag.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Civics-Secures-Democracy-Act-of-2021.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/franklinproject.us/
https://www.facebook.com/TheFranklinProjectUS
https://twitter.com/FranklinProjUS
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